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Present Perfect vs. Simple Past: Understanding Tenses through Travel

Learning Objective:
Students will be able to differentiate between the present perfect tense and the simple past
tense in the context of travel experiences.

Assessments:

Students will complete a short quiz where they will choose the correct tense (present perfect
or simple past) to fill in the blanks in sentences related to traveling. Additionally, they will
write a short paragraph about a travel experience using both tenses correctly.

Key Points:

e Present Perfect Tense: Used to describe experiences up to the present moment (e.g.,
"I have traveled to France.").

o Simple Past Tense: Used to describe completed actions in the past (e.g., "I traveled
to France last year.").

o Signal Words: Common signal words for present perfect include "ever," "never,"
"just," and "already," while simple past often uses specific time markers like
"yesterday," "last year," and "in 2020."

e Structure: The structure of the present perfect is "has/have + past participle," while
the simple past structure is usually "verb + -ed" for regular verbs.

o Common Mistake: Students may confuse the two tenses when discussing past travel
experiences.
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Opening:

e Begin the lesson with a travel-related question: "What is the most exciting place you
have ever visited?"

o Allow students to share their experiences in pairs, setting the stage for the lesson on
tenses.

o Present a short video clip showcasing different travel destinations to engage students.

Introduction to New Material:

o Explain the difference between the present perfect and simple past through examples
related to travel.

e Use a chart to visually represent the structure of each tense.

e Discuss common signal words and how they help identify which tense to use.

e Anticipate the misconception that students might think both tenses can be used
interchangeably.

Guided Practice:

o Provide sentences about travel experiences with blanks for students to fill in with the
correct tense.



o Start with easy examples (e.g., "I _ (go) to Spain last summer.") and gradually
increase complexity (e.g., "I _ (never/see) the Eiffel Tower.").

e Monitor student performance by walking around and checking understanding,
providing feedback as needed.

Independent Practice:

e Assign students to write a short paragraph about a travel experience, ensuring they
include both present perfect and simple past tenses correctly.

o Set expectations for quiet work time and encourage peer review after completion to
promote collaborative learning.

Closing:

e Conduct a quick class discussion where students share one sentence using the present
perfect tense and one using the simple past tense from their paragraphs.
o Highlight the differences and reinforce the learning points.

Extension Activity:

o For students who finish early, provide a list of travel destinations and ask them to
create a travel blog entry using both tenses to describe their past experiences and
dreams.

Homework:

e Assign students to interview a family member about their travel experiences and write
a paragraph using both the present perfect and simple past tenses.

Standards Aligned:

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.1: Demonstrate an understanding of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences.



