
A35 - LESSON PLAN
(adapted to the project topic of term V)

Teaching the Epic through Ghost Stor ies

Grades 8-9
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STUDENT OBJECTIVES

Students will:
 explore the connections between the oral traditions of ghost stories and epics.

 define the qualities of an effective oral storyteller and ghost stories.

 demonstrate knowledge of the elements of an oral story.

SESSION ONE

1. To recreate an epic storyteller’s setting, begin by asking students what situations leave us
without electricity at night. Students usually mention a blackout, a storm, or a camping
trip.

2. Next, ask them what we do on such occasions, lacking reading or television to entertain
ourselves after dark. Answers typically include “talk with each other,” “sleep,” “sing,”
and “tell ghost stories.” There are no right or wrong answers here. Allow students to share
whatever they they think of.

3. (Optional) Set the scene to share a ghost story with students by turning off the lights,
lighting a candle, and so forth.

4. Tell students a ghost story, one chosen from the stories available at the Websites listed in
the Resources section.
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To support English language learners, use a bilingual story such as JACK AND THE
HALLOWEEN NIGHT'S DREAM (from the book "Healings
Emphasize the importance of supporting diverse cultures to ensure that all students feel
comfortable in the class.

5. Ask students to brainstorm a list of the qualities that make the ghost story vivid. Write the
list on the board or on chart paper. Students will use this list as a checklist for their
stories. Focus on the following questions:

o What makes a ghost story entertaining?

o What makes characters in a ghost story strong, believable, and interesting?

o What makes a setting appropriate for a ghost story?

o How is the underlying code of behavior best communicated in a ghost story?

o What are ways to connect to the history of a place or people that make work well in a
ghost story?

6. Expand the discussion of ghost stories by asking students to think of other times that
people tell stories of the supernatural. Encourage students to discuss cultural differences
in ghost stories that they know.

7. As a writing assignment, ask students to imagine themselves in the dark or in another
appropriate situation, and to put to paper a ghost story that they have heard, but have
never seen written. They will share these stories out loud in the following sessions.

8. To get started, have students use the Literary Elements Map as a prewriting tool. Preview
the tool, providing a focus lesson for English language learners on how the tool works.
Ensure that everyone understands the mechanics of the tool before students turn to the
content of the lesson.

9. Reinforce the vocabulary of the literary elements highlighted in the tool by reminding
students of the definitions and providing examples from readings that students are
familiar with.

10. If desired, provide guided instruction on how to use the A35 Ghost Stories by analyzing the
features of the ghost story that you read to the class. This process not only reviews the
vocabulary in context but also provides English language learners with a shared experience
with the tool and the kind of analysis they are to complete before they move on to
independent writing.

11. As you introduce the A33 Ghost Stories activity, provide the following tips:

o Character: Think about the ghost as the main, or focus on the reaction of a key character
in your story who is affected by the ghost (e.g. JACK AND THE HALLOWEEN NIGHT'S
DREAM).

o Conflict: The conflict in a ghost story is usually the issue that makes the human return in
ghost form). It may be a violation of the code of behavior that the story seeks to illustrate.
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o Resolution: The resolution in a ghost story typically involves the ghost's return and the
details of the haunting. Remember that the haunting in a ghost story usually relates
closely to the conflict and code of behavior.

o Setting: Students may have more than one setting to think about, the present time period
that the ghost haunts and the past time period when the ghost was a living person (e.g.,
JACK AND THE HALLOWEEN NIGHT'S DREAM).

12. For homework, ask students to use their prewriting from A33 Ghost Stories to write out
their story. Stories should be finished by the beginning of the next session. English
language learners can be encouraged to compose parallel or bilingual stories if desired. If
students need additional time, consider adding an optional in-class work session in
addition to homework time for them to compose their stories.

13. Refer to the brainstormed list to emphasize the qualities that the class will listen for in
the stories. A simple checklist, along with the specific details brainstormed in class, can
serve as a resource for students’ revision.

14.

SESSIONS TWO AND THREE

1. Again, set the scene as appropriate for your students to share their tales. You might, for
instance, move your class to a windowless room so that the space can be appropriately
darkened, and you might use a candle or flashlight to light the room or play spooky music
softly in the background.

2. Assemble students in a circle.

3. Remind students of the checklist of qualities used in the previous session. Ask them to
listen in particular for these characteristics while others tell their stories. Explain that
you’ll discuss all the stories and the characteristics again after everyone has told a story.

4. For this and the next session, students tell their stories. Allow students to share their tales
in whatever way they are comfortable. Some will recite their stories from memory; others
will read their papers. Students may even be slightly dramatic if they desire. This is one
classroom activity where shrieks and screams are perfectly acceptable.

SESSION FOUR

1. Return to the list of qualities typical of ghost stories that was brainstormed in Session One.
Annotate the list during full-class discussion, listing examples from the tales that were
shared over the previous two sessions. Students should be able to provide examples for all
the categories with relatively little prompting.

2. Introduce the genre of epics, and explain that most epics were originally oral tales.

3. Point out the range of epics, from a variety of cultures.

o Alex Haley, in Roots, traced his early ancestry using oral histories from West Africa that
went back over two hundred years.

o Ballads in America perpetuate the stories of various calamities like "The Wreck of the Old
97" and figures like Jesse James.
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o Use the Wikipedia Epic poetry entry and the List of world folk-epics to broaden discussion
to include other European, African, American, and Asian stories.

4. Discuss cultural connections between the voices of spirit and family ancestors in epics and
the voices of ghosts in ghost stories. Return to the story of JACK AND THE HALLOWEEN
NIGHT'S DREAM as an example of the voice of a ghost becoming a cultural story before
moving on to examples from epics.

5. Present the Epic Story Analysis Checklist, a revised version of Ghost Story Checklist.
Explain that you'll use this revised version to guide observations as you read the epic that
you’ve chosen:

o What makes the epic entertaining?

o What makes the characters in the epic strong and interesting?

o What makes the setting appropriate for the epic?

o How is the underlying code of behavior best communicated in the epic?

o How does the epic connect to the history of a place or people?
6. Before moving on to reading the epic, ask students to hypothesize reasons that there are

similarities between ghost stories and epics. Expand the list of analytical questions based
on student discussion.

7. If desired, ask students to turn in a printed copy of their ghost story for feedback.

EXTENSIONS

After you have completed reading and analyzing the epic that you’ve chosen for your class,
return to your list of characteristics for ghost stories and your list for epics. Use
the Interactive Venn Diagram to compare the characteristics of the two genres. Urge students
to draw conclusions about the reasons for the differences.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT/REFLECTIONS

It’s likely that you’ll need to do little assessment of students’ ghost stories for them to know
whether their stories have been successful: feedback from the listening students in class will
make their stories’ impact quite clear. Success can be measured by a whole range of
reactions from whether students are listening raptly to whether someone screams or jumps at
a suspenseful moment.

Students can reflect on the reactions to their stories and revise for the fourth class session,
when they can turn in a final draft. The Ghost Story Checklist provides a nice list of
characteristics that students should develop in their pieces. When final versions are
submitted, ask students to include their checklist as well as short piece of reflective writing
that explains what they changed in their stories after telling them in class and the reasons for
the changes. Use the checklist to guide feedback on these final drafts.
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RESOURCES:

WRITTEN IN STONE: Term 5 Ghost stories – CLIL subjects: Art , History,

Literature, target language: English

A29 – prepare a brochure about typical ghosts of your country (use mother language
and English)
A30 – investigate the similarities and differences between your country and other
partners („ghost of the county“)
A33 – create an e-book about ghost stories of the region

https://www.scoalagimnazialamagura.ro/erasmus-2/activities-written-in-stone/

https://erasmuswritten.wixsite.com/writteninstone

The lesson plan can be adapted to 4-6 forms, using the lessons from the pictures below, taken
from children’s book Fairyland, 4-th form, to teach and revise past tense.
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